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VLLW NRC Interpretive Rule 

•March 6, 2020 NRC issued proposed interpretive rule

•Comments originally due by April 20, 2020

•Comment due date extended to October 21, 2020
• States

• Compacts

• Professional Organizations

•NRC Rescinded proposal on December 17, 2020



WA State Covid Impacts

•Working from home since March 2020

•Weekly status meetings with our licensees

•Inspections are a merger of onsite and remote



Contaminated Shipment



Shipment Details

•Shipped from NSSI/Recovery Services, Inc. in Houston, 
Texas on February 24, 2021

•Total of 38 drums of liquid H-3
•21 drums destined for Perma-Fix Northwest (PFNW) in 
Richland, Washington (one contaminated drum)

•Remaining 17 drums were to proceed to Perma-Fix 
DSSI, in Kingston, Tennessee (six contaminated drums)



Citation



Perma-Fix Northwest 
Corrected the Shipment



Liquid in Drums



Shipment Details

•Shipped from Chevron Philips in Port Arthur, Texas on 
June 23, 2020 to US Ecology in Richland Washington

•Total of 3 drums of TENORM
•Two drums contained liquid (10.47 gallons and 0.53 
gallons)









Citation



Liquid in Drum



Shipment Details

•Shipped from INEOS Chocolate Bayou Pipeline in Alvin, 
Texas on June 24, 2020 to US Ecology in Richland 
Washington

•Total of 1 drum of TENORM
•One drums contained liquid (0.63 gallons)





Citation



Hole in Drum



Shipment Details

•Brokered shipment from Chevron Philips in Port Arthur, 
Texas on June 23, 2020 to US Ecology in Richland 
Washington

•Total of 3 drums of TENORM
•Broker responsible for verifying container integrity
•Hole in one drum





Citation



Cs-137 Irradiator Disposal 2017

•562.9 Ci of Cs-137 Gamma Cell 1000 Irradiator

•Section 3.8, Alternate Approaches for Averaging, of 
Concentration Averaging and Encapsulation Branch 
Technical Position, Rev 1 (2015)

•Solidified with structural grade concrete in Engineered 
Concrete Barrier (ECB)

•ECB internal Height 7’ 10 ½” diameter 7’ 0”

•Disposed 9/27/2017, Class C 













Questions

???



Thank You


