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A Cautionary Tale?  
• Avoidable event

• Knowledgeable people 

– Passionate

– Curiosities 

– Children can inherit the same passion 

• Radiological museums do not belong in homes 

• Our vital role  
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Cataloguing Two Homes
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Why Call PA DEP?
• Deceased RSO & health physicist son

• ID of potential sources 

• Fire Dept. & HAZMAT

• Possible contamination

• Hoarding

• Initial sweep → verification
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The Complicated Process 
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Sources With Historical Value  
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Non-Medical Radiation Uses
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Ra-226
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Ra-226
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Ra-226
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Th-232
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Sr-90
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Totals 

• 66 discrete sources 

• Ra-226 → 3.3mCi

• Sr-90 → 700 μCi

• U Ore → 7.6 μCi

• Th-232 → 21.8 μCi

• C-14 → 59 μCi
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Lessons Learned

• Great work happened during the pandemic

• No harm to the public 

• Team strength & available resources 

• It’s probably worth another visit

• Timely disposal is best   

• Do your research when buying property
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Lisa A. Forney 
Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection 

Southcentral Regional Office 
(717) 705-4897
lforney@pa.gov
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