
PRESENTER PROFILES 
 
We are proud to highlight our Distinguished Speakers for the 2026 OAS Annual Meeting in 
Nashville, Tennessee. Below their profiles, you will find an alphabetical list of all participating 
speakers and poster presenters. 
 

Bill Lee, 50th Governor of Tennessee 
 

Bill Lee is a seventh-generation Tennessean and the 50th Governor 
of Tennessee. He was raised in Franklin, where he still resides today 
with his wife, Maria, on his family’s farm. He’s the proud father of four 
adult children (Jessica, twin sons Jacob and Caleb, and Sarah Kate) 
and eleven grandchildren. 
After attending Williamson County Schools, Governor Lee attended 
Auburn University, where he studied Mechanical Engineering. After 
graduation, he returned home to Franklin to join the family business 
his grandfather started in 1944, a comprehensive mechanical 
construction service company. He became president of Lee 
Company in 1992. 
 

Since becoming Governor in 2019, Governor Lee has focused on several priorities including a 
strong workforce, quality education, economic development, public safety, and supporting families, 
all with a particular focus on the accelerated transformation of rural Tennessee. 
 
Under his leadership, Tennessee now has the fastest-growing economy of all 50 states, with the 
lowest tax burden in the nation, top business climate and a strong workforce strategy that have 
created more than 170,000 jobs for Tennesseans and generated $32 billion in capital investment 
since 2019. Tennessee’s unmatched business climate and skilled workforce continue to attract 
record investment from companies such as Ford Motor Company and SK On, In-N-Out, LG Chem, 
Oracle, General Motors and more. 
 
Additionally, under Governor Lee’s leadership, Tennessee has passed the largest tax cut in state 
history, strengthened career and technical training, expanded school choice, prioritized a record $1 
billion investment in public education and passed the largest teacher pay raise in Tennessee 
history. 
 
The governor and first lady are people of strong faith. They are active in numerous faith-based 
ministries, which have taken them all over the world to serve people in need, including to Africa, 
Haiti, Central America, and the Middle East. 
 

https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/governorsoffice-documents/governorlee-images/GBL_2022.jpg


U.S. Representative Chuck Fleischmann (pre-

recorded video presentation) 
 
Representative Fleischmann represents Tennessee’s 3rd 
Congressional District, spanning 10 East Tennessee counties. 
 
A conservative Republican, Congressman Fleischmann serves on the 
House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology, as well as the 
House Appropriations Committee. In the 119th Congress, he serves as 
Chairman of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water 

Development. In this leadership role, he oversees funding for national laboratories, nuclear 
security, and critical regional infrastructure—including Oak Ridge National Laboratory, the Y-12 
National Security Complex, and the Chickamauga Lock. 
 
Before his election, Rep. Fleischmann earned his undergraduate degree magna cum laude and 
Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Illinois and his J.D. from the University of Tennessee 
College of Law. He and his wife, Brenda, ran a small business together in Chattanooga for 24 
years. Active in his community, he has served as president of the Chattanooga Bar Association 
and on local civic boards. 
Chuck and Brenda live in Ooltewah, Tennessee, and have three sons. 
 

Keynote Address by The Honorable NRC Chairman 
Ho K. Nieh 
 
The Honorable Ho Nieh was designated as the Chairman of the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission by U.S. President Donald Trump on 
January 8, 2026. Chairman Nieh had previously been sworn in as an 
NRC Commissioner on December 4, 2025 for a term ending June 30, 
2029. He is the first former NRC resident inspector to serve as a 
commissioner. 
 
Immediately prior to this appointment, Chairman Nieh served as an 
officer of Southern Nuclear on loan to the Institute of Nuclear Power 

Operations (INPO). He joined Southern Nuclear in March 2021 to assume the role of Vice 
President of Regulatory Affairs after more than 20 years as an NRC staff member.  
 
While at the NRC, Chairman Nieh served as Director of the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, 
where he was responsible for reactor safety licensing and oversight programs for operating and 
new reactors. His other roles at the NRC included: Senior Resident Inspector; Director of the 
Division Reactor Projects in Region 1, in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania; Director of Division 
Inspection and Regional Support at NRC headquarters; and Chief of Staff for Commissioner 
William Ostendorff. 
 
In addition, Chairman Nieh previously worked at the Nuclear Energy Agency as Director of the 
Division of Nuclear Safety Technology and Regulation, where he enhanced international 



cooperation for nuclear safety regulatory authorities and research institutes. He also served as 
Communications Advisor to the International Atomic Energy Agency and worked at Knolls Atomic 
Power Laboratory as a civilian instructor for the Navy’s Nuclear Power Program. 
 
Chairman Nieh earned his Bachelor of Engineering in marine engineering from New York Maritime 
College and is a graduate of the United States Naval Nuclear Power School. He attended 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute for graduate studies in nuclear engineering and earned a Master 
of Business Administration from Johns Hopkins University. Chairman Nieh completed the 
Executive Education in Strategic Management program from the Harvard Kennedy School of 
Government. He also completed the INPO Senior Nuclear Plant Manager program. 
 

Commissioner Matthew J. Marzano 
 
The Honorable Matthew J. Marzano was appointed as Commissioner of 
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission by President Joe Biden and 
confirmed by the U.S Senate to a term ending June 30, 2028. 
 
Marzano previously served as a “detailee” from the Idaho National 
Laboratory on the U.S. Senate Committee on Environment and Public 
Works, where he advised the committee on policy matters relating to 
clean air, climate, and energy, including the bipartisan ADVANCE Act. 
 
Prior to this role, Marzano was selected as an American Association for 

the Advancement of Science Congressional Fellow, representing the American Nuclear Society 
and serving on the U.S. Senate EPW Committee. Marzano combines his policy background with 
more than a decade of experience in the nuclear industry, during which he focused on nuclear 
energy systems for both defense and commercial applications. 
 
Marzano earned his Senior Reactor Operator license at Braidwood Nuclear Power Station, in 
Illinois, where he led installation testing of a modernized control system to improve plant 
performance and safety. He began his career as a civilian instructor for the Naval Nuclear 
Propulsion Program at the U.S. Department of Energy. In that capacity, he oversaw the training of 
U.S. Navy personnel preparing for assignment as nuclear plant operators on submarines and 
aircraft carriers. Following this role, Marzano transitioned to the commercial nuclear power industry 
at the V.C. Summer new nuclear construction project in South Carolina, where he supported 
construction activities while pursuing a Senior Reactor Operator license. 
 
Marzano earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Nuclear Engineering from the University of 
Florida, where his research focused on the modeling of nuclear energy systems. 
 



Amy Katcher  
 
Amy Katcher serves as the Communications Officer for the Division of 
Radiological Health with the Tennessee Department of Environment 
and Conservation (TDEC) where she helps shape the State’s 
communications efforts as it solidifies its status as the global 
epicenter for new nuclear industry and growth. Prior to embarking on 
this new role, she served as the Program Manager for the Materials 
Management Program as well as the Communications Manager for 
the Division of Solid Waste Management (DSWM) at TDEC. She 
joined DSWM in late 2021 after serving as the Regional Director of 
External Affairs for the Chattanooga Environmental Field Office for 

four years. 
 
Prior to joining TDEC in November 2017, Amy spent a year working as the Communications 
Coordinator for the Hamilton County Department of Education, guiding the district through some of 
the most challenging times in the school system’s history. Her love of education is second only to 
her love of science journalism, as she spent 15 years working in broadcast television as an AMS-
certified meteorologist, prime time news anchor and reporter in television stations from Maine to 
West Virginia to Chattanooga. 
 
Amy received her Master of Science in Environmental Science from the University of Tennessee at 
Chattanooga, as well as a Bachelor of Science in Geosciences from Mississippi State University 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Radio and Television Production from Kent State University. 
 
Amy has graciously volunteered to be the Official OAS Moderator for the annual meeting. 
 

The following speakers are in alphabetical order: 
 

Huda Akhavannik 

Huda Akhavannik is an Intergovernmental Liaison Project Manager in the 
Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards since 2021. For the 
past five years, she has enjoyed working with the Agreement States and 
CRCPD on various issues impacting the NMP. Since joining the NRC in 
2010, Huda has worked in different areas of the NRC including reactor 
instrumentation and control, reactor operating experience, reactor license 
renewal, and transportation of Type B and A(F) quantities of nuclear 
material. Huda has a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering from the 
George Washington University and lives in Houston, TX. 

Huda.Akhavannik@nrc.gov 

Processing a 274b. Agreement & Becoming an Agreement State 
 

mailto:Huda.Akhavannik@nrc.gov


Huda will address the overall processing of a 274 agreement and recent updates to the process. 
 

Commissioner Kelly Allen    
 
Kelly Allen was elected to the Chelan Public Utility District (PUD) 
Board of Commissioners in 2022 after serving four years on the 
Chelan City Council. Kelly is currently the Board Chairman. A 
longtime business owner in insurance and residential construction, 
she brings experience in local government, contracts and economic 
development. In June 2025, Chelan PUD approved a land lease with 
Helion for its planned fusion power plant. 
 
kelly.allen@chelanpud.org 
 
A Collaborative Path to Fusion Licensing: Perspectives from 
Washington State and Helion 

 
Learn how local community leaders, Washington Department of Health, and fusion companies 
worked together to permit and site a commercial fusion power plant. 
 

Christopher (Chris) Ayers   
 
Chris is a 26-year Tennessee Board of Regents Employee, 
who has worked for three different Tennessee Colleges of 
Applied Technology (TCATs) during his tenure, He served from 
2012-2024 as the Vice President of TCAT-Harriman before 
becoming the President of the College in March 2024. His 
academic role includes program development including many 
variations of industry training such as internships, cooperative 
agreements, and apprenticeships. Chris holds an 
undergraduate degree and a master’s degree in curriculum 
and instruction from Tennessee Technological University. He 

also holds a graduate certificate from East Tennessee State University in community college 
leadership. He has served for over 22 years in different capacities for the Council on Occupational 
Education. He is Tennessee Trained (a special industry curriculum development program) through 
the Tennessee Board of Regents and a graduate of the Tennessee Board of Regents leadership 
program. Chris has also served on many different community boards and is an alum for three 
Tennessee county leadership programs and the East Tennessee Regional Leadership Program.  
 
cayers@tcatharriman.edu 
 
Workforce Planning Panel 
 
Chris be on a workforce planning panel with other educational institutions.  
 

mailto:kelly.allen@chelanpud.org
mailto:cayers@tcatharriman.edu


Dr. Rita Baranwal 
 
Dr. Baranwal is the former Assistant Secretary for Nuclear Energy 
at the U.S. Department of Energy and brings decades of 
leadership across both the public and private sectors of the 
nuclear energy industry, with a distinguished record of advancing 
nuclear innovation. From 2019 to 2021, she led the nation’s 
nuclear technology research, development, and deployment efforts 
at DOE-NE as Assistant Secretary. Before and after her this term, 
she held senior leadership roles at Westinghouse, serving as Chief 
Technology Officer and later as Senior Vice President, where she 
led innovation and R&D across the company’s global nuclear 
portfolio and spearheaded development of the AP300 Small 
Modular Reactor program. Earlier in her career, Dr. Baranwal was 
the inaugural director of the Gateway for Accelerated Innovation in 
Nuclear (GAIN) at Idaho National Laboratory and held key 
technical leadership roles at Bechtel Bettis, Inc., supporting the 
U.S. Naval Nuclear Propulsion Program. 

 
rita@radiantnuclear.com 
 
Kaleidos: Realizing Microreactor Deployment and Preparing States for Delivery 
 
During her presentation, Rita plans to discuss Radiant’s fuel cycle, INL DOME testing, the 
accelerate review of our Part 70 application, Part 57, our plans for first deployments, and how 
Agreement States can help the industry by preparing to receive microreactors. 
 

J. Matthew Barnett  
 

Matthew Barnett is experienced in environmental radiation, regulatory 
permitting and compliance, sampling and monitoring, and biota 
assessment. He is a Radiation Health Physicist in the Radioactive Air 
Section of WDOH.  
 
matthew.barnett@doh.wa.gov 

 
Presentation: A Collaborative Path to Fusion Licensing: Perspectives 
from Washington State and Helion 
 
Learn how local community leaders, Washington Department of 
Health, and fusion companies worked together to permit and site a 
commercial fusion power plant. 
 

  

mailto:rita@radiantnuclear.com
mailto:matthew.barnett@doh.wa.gov


ANJAN (AJ) Bhattacharyya 
 
AJ comes from an academic/biotech background with a master’s 
in chemistry and Ph.D. in Biochemistry University of Arizona and 
was on the research faculty at the University of Kentucky. 
AJ has been with the Department of Public Health, State of KY 
for 14 years, and is currently at Senior Industrial 
/Academic/Medical Inspector with the State of Kentucky 
Radiation Control Branch, involved with all aspects of complex 
licensing and inspections.  Also serves as the reciprocity and hot 
-loads coordinator for the Branch and has additional duties 

including the compiling reports for updates on radioactive waste for the Central Midwest Compact 
shared with IEMA. 
 
Participates with NRC and other agreement state in IMPEP evaluations of agreement state and 
recently the NRC’s SS&D program. 
 
Instructor for the DOE Transportation Emergency Preparedness Program through contract group 
TRG.  
 

anjan.bhattacharyya@ky.gov 
 
Uranium Enrichment in Kentucky  
 
AJ’s presentation will be an update on two new facilities in Paducah KY that will enrich Uranium 
using two different technologies from existing stockpiles from the currently decommissioned DOE 
gaseous plant. 
 

Allyce Bolger 
 
Allyce Bolger is a Senior Intergovernmental Liaison Project 

Manager in the State Agreements and Liaison Project Branch in the 

Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards. In this role, Allyce 

provides technical support on the NRC Fusion Systems rulemaking 

team, is the Co-chair for the Standing Committee on Compatibility, 

and the US Member for the IAEA Radiation Safety Standards 

Committee.   

 

Allyce joined the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission in June 2011 as a participant in the Nuclear 

Safety Professional Development Program. Allyce worked for several years in Region I in the 

positions of Project Engineer, Emergency Response Coordinator, and Allegation and Enforcement 

Specialist. Prior to her most recent position, Allyce was a Health Physicist performing byproduct 

materials inspections in Region IV.  In 2011, Allyce received a bachelor's degree in Nuclear 

Engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  

mailto:anjan.bhattacharyya@ky.gov


 

Allyce.Bolger@nrc.gov 

 
Agreement State Implementation of Executive Order 14300 Rulemakings 
 
Allyce will discuss the proposed Executive Order 14300 rulemaking changes affecting the 
Agreement States. 
 
Regulating Source Material in Rare Earth Processing 
 
Allyce and Brandi O’Brien (WY) will provide an overview of the regulatory oversight for source 
material in rare earth processing. 
 

Tom Bugert  
 
Tom Bugert is Senior Director of Public Affairs for Helion Energy, a 
fusion power company based in Everett. Prior to 
Helion, Tom served as State Government Affairs Manager for REI 
Co-op, as Deputy Chief of Staff for the Washington State 
Department of Natural Resources, and as State Government 
Affairs Director for The Nature Conservancy of Washington.   
 At Helion, Tom led the public affairs and permitting strategy that 
enabled the siting of the world’s first fusion power plant. His 
leadership secured a mitigated determination of non-significance 
through Washington State’s environmental review process 
and established a clear precedent for modernizing clean energy 

siting and permitting, accelerating the path to large-scale fusion deployment.  
 
tom.bugert@helionenergy.com  
 
A Collaborative Path to Fusion Licensing: Perspectives from Washington State and Helion 
 
Sub-title: Working with Community: Siting the First Fusion Power Plant 
 
Learn how local communit7y leaders, Washington Department of Health, and fusion companies 
worked together to permit and site a commercial fusion power plant. 
 

  

mailto:Allyce.Bolger@nrc.gov
mailto:tom.bugert@helionenergy.com


Prof. Livia Casali  
 
Livia Casali is a professor at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville and is 
an internationally recognized expert in nuclear fusion science and 
technology. Her research addresses one of the central challenges for 
fusion energy: integrating the hot plasma core with the cold material edge, 
by combining cutting-edge experiments at fusion facilities worldwide with 
state-of-the-art computational modeling. More recently, she has been 
working on integrating plasma science with fusion neutronics and 
technology advancing the path to commercial fusion energy.  
In recognition of these contributions and her scientific leadership, she was 
awarded the 2025 Katherine E. Weimer Award by the American Physical 
Society for outstanding achievement in plasma research and exemplary 
leadership. 

In 2022, she received the U.S. DOE Early Career Award, the NRC Faculty Development Award for 
nuclear fusion technology, and was named an ITER Research Scientist Fellow: ITER Fellows. She 
has served on numerous advisory and leadership bodies within the fusion community, including the 
DOE FES Subcommittees, and as a technical expert and organizer of the U.S. Fusion Burning 
Plasma Roadmap, as an international expert to the ITER Baseline Research Plan. She is an 
executive member of the US University Fusion Association and has been served as chair or 
committee member for many international fusion conferences.  

Prior to joining the faculty at UTK, she was a staff scientist at General Atomics, where she worked 
on the DIII-D National Fusion Facility and led the core–edge integration research area. Casali earned 
her Ph.D. from the Max Planck Institute for Plasma Physics, For her work, she received the 
EPS/PPCF Poster Prize from the European Physical Society and the Pietro Blaserna Prize from the 
Italian Physical Society. 
 
lcasali@utk.edu 

 
Building Fusion Expertise: Industry Training Programs and Educational Resource 
 
Learning about fusion energy safety and regulation can be intimidating due to the wide variety of 
different fusion energy technologies and possible hazards. This panel provides details on 
resources, trainings, and courses on fusion energy safety and regulation available to state 
regulators from the Clean Air Task Force (CATF), the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), 
and the University of Tennessee Knoxville (UTK). 

 

  

mailto:lcasali@utk.edu


Sara Castegini 
 
Sara Castegini joined Commonwealth Fusion Systems (CFS) in 
2022. She is the Principal Global Policy Lead, Commonwealth 
Fusion System and is responsible for the design and execution of 
the company’s public policy strategies across target geographies.  
CFS spun out of MIT in 2018 to commercialize fusion energy on 
the fastest path possible and is now the largest private fusion 
energy company in the world with over 1000 full-time employees 
and more than $2 billion in private funding from the world’s 
leading investors in clean energy. Prior to CFS, Sara worked as 
Associate Director, Government Affairs & Policy, at bluebird bio, a  
Boston-based global biotech company, where she was part of a 

team that successfully implemented new regulatory pathways for Medicare and Medicaid 
payments for one-time curative treatments, supporting patient access to the company's innovative 
gene therapies. Before bluebird bio, Sara was with LS Cube Studio Legale, a boutique 
international law firm in Rome, Italy. Sara received her J.D. graduating cum laude from the LUISS 
Guido Carli University of Rome, Italy and was admitted to the Italian bar in 2019.  
 
scastegini@cfs.energy 

 
Industry and States Q/A Session: Ask the Experts 
 
Sara will be on a panel of experts. They await your questions. 
 

Ryan Crihfield 

 
Ryan Crihfield is a Health Physicist and Environmental Fellow with 
Tennessee’s Division of Radiological Health. He is also a 
registered member of the Nation Registry of Radiation Protection 
Technologists, (NRRPT). Ryan has been with Tennessee since 
2011 and has worked in Environmental Monitoring, Waste 
Management, and Emergency Services. In his current role he 
consults for the Division’s programs on matters pertaining to 
radioactive material licensing, x-ray machines, inspections, 
emergency preparedness, waste processing, Decommissioning, 
IT, and other database needs. When not at work, he can be found 
in a campsite with his wife and daughter or on his mountain bike 
somewhere in the woods, hopefully with the rubber side down.  

ryan.crihfield@tn.gov 
 

Fusion Waste Pathway 
 
The safe disposal of low-level radioactive wastes produced by fission and eventually fusion will be 
key to keep these energy sources viable. 

mailto:scastegini@cfs.energy
mailto:ryan.crihfield@tn.gov


Molly Cripps 
 
 Molly is the Director of the Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation’s (TDEC) Office of Energy 
Programs (OEP). In addition to Molly’s energy-related work, she 
serves as the Director of Budget Operations for the Bureau of 
Environment (BOE) and oversees BOE’s emergency and 
environmental response efforts. 
Molly leads OEP teams that focus on the design and 
implementation of a variety of energy and sustainable 
transportation programs and projects. She has served on the 
National Association of State Energy Officials (NASEO) Board 
of Directors since 2014 and is currently serving as the Chair of 

the Executive Committee. She also serves as a Co-chair of the NASEO’s Advanced Nuclear First 
Movers Initiative and has represented TDEC on various TVA information exchanges and working 
groups. She advised and supported Governor Lee’s Nuclear Energy Advisory Council and now 
collaborates with public and private partners to implement the Council’s recommendations to 
advance nuclear in Tennessee. The Nuclear Energy Institute recognized Molly as a 2026 Nuclear 
State Champion. 
Prior to joining the State in 2010, Molly spent several years practicing law in Tennessee, with a 
focus on compliance and municipal liability defense. She holds a B.A. in History and Political 
Science from the University of Tennessee and a J.D. from Vanderbilt University Law School. 
 
Molly.Cripps@tn.gov 

 
Building the Future: Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation Campuses —A Tennessee Perspective 
 
Explore Tennessee’s growing leadership across the nuclear industry and the state’s efforts to build 
a comprehensive nuclear ecosystem spanning research, advanced manufacturing, next-
generation energy and the nuclear fuel cycle. The discussion will highlight emerging opportunities 
such as the Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation Campus and nuclear fusion, and how they can build on 
Tennessee’s existing assets to drive innovation, investment and economic growth. 
 

Sandra Davern 
 
Dr. Sandra Davern leads the Radioisotope Research and Development 
Section at Oak Ridge National Laboratory. She also leads ORNL’s 
Accelerating Radiotherapeutics through Advanced Molecular Constructs 
(ARM) Initiative and co-leads the University of Tennessee–Oak Ridge 
Innovation Institute’s Development and Advancement of 
Radiopharmaceuticals (DART) initiative. 
 
Her multidisciplinary research advances radiopharmaceutical therapy, 
molecular imaging, and radiation biology through innovations in 
radioisotope production, radiochemistry, nanotechnology, dosimetry, and 

https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/energy.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/energy.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/environment/program-areas/energy/tneac.html
https://www.nuclearmatters.com/nuclear_champions
https://www.nuclearmatters.com/nuclear_champions
mailto:Molly.Cripps@tn.gov


experimental radiobiology. Her team develops targeted radionuclide delivery systems, including 
biocompatible nanoparticle platforms and high-throughput methods for evaluating radiation 
response. 
 
Dr. Davern was elected a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in 
2022 and was part of the ORNL team that received the 2024 Secretary of Energy Achievement 
Award for developing accelerator-produced actinium-225. 
 
davernsm@ornl.gov 

 
Advancing Actinium-225 for Precision Cancer Treatment 
 
Actinium-225 is advancing precision cancer treatment through targeted alpha therapy and 
theranostic imaging. Beyond its leadership in Ac-225 production, ORNL is advancing new 
radiopharmaceutical therapies through collaborative multidisciplinary research in chelator 
development, nanoparticle delivery systems, in vitro evaluation, dosimetry, and radiation biology to 
support translation from basic research to clinical application. 
 

Hawkins DeFrance, PharmD 
 
Hawkins DeFrance is the Director of Nuclear Programs, Regulatory Affairs 
& Safety at Avalanche Energy, where he leads Avalanche's nuclear 
organization and oversees regulatory affairs and environmental health 
and safety. He also serves as the Corporate Radiation Safety Officer, 
directing the safe, compliant, and effective operation of the company's 
fusion machines. 
 
Hawkins has over 20 years of experience spanning fusion technology, 
particle accelerators, nuclear pharmacy, radiopharmaceutical 
manufacturing, and nuclear regulatory compliance. He serves as Chair of 
the Fusion Industry Association's Regulatory Committee, helping to 
advance risk-informed regulatory frameworks for commercial fusion 

energy. He is the former Chair of the Washington State Pharmacy Commission and currently 
serves as Chair of the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy's District 7. His research 
experience includes cancer genomics, cancer diagnostic imaging, and public health. He earned a 
Doctor of Pharmacy degree from the University of Washington School of Pharmacy and a 
Bachelor of Science in Biochemistry and Cellular & Molecular Biology from Western Washington 
University. 
 
hdefrance@avalanche.energy    
 
FusionWERX: A wind tunnel for fusion 
 
FusionWERX (Richland, WA) will serve as a first-of-its-kind commercial-scale testing facility for 
advanced fusion technologies, offering access to private companies, universities, national 

mailto:davernsm@ornl.gov
mailto:hdefrance@avalanche.energy


laboratories, and public-private consortia working to accelerate the path to commercial fusion 
power. 
 

Carlos Delgado-Loya 
 
Carlos serves as a Health Physicist with the State of Washington’s 
Radioactive Materials Section. Since 2023, he has worked as a license 
reviewer and inspector, ensuring regulatory compliance across licensed 
facilities statewide. Carlos brings extensive technical expertise from his 
previous background in the U.S. Navy Radiation Safety Program and 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Biomedical Sciences from the 
University of Washington. 
 

Carlos.Delgado-Loya@doh.wa.gov 
 

A Collaborative Path to Fusion Licensing: Perspectives from Washington State and Helion 
Learn how local community leaders, Washington Department of Health, and fusion companies 
worked together to permit and site a commercial fusion power plant. 
 

Daniel J. De Vries, Ph.D. 
 
Dr. Daniel De Vries obtained his Batchelor of Science from the United 
States Military Academy at West Point and then his Master of Science 
and Ph.D. from the University of Michigan. Dr. De Vries has more than 20 
years of hands-on experience working with open sources of α-, β-, and γ-
emitting radionuclides in activities ranging from a few nanocuries up to 
more than 20 Ci. Throughout his career Dr. De Vries has successfully 
supervised and trained students (undergraduate to Ph.D.) and technicians 
in “wet” radiochemistry and nuclear chemistry. Dr. De Vries has been 
working with radioactive materials at NorthStar for more than thirteen 
years and is currently an Authorized User on multiple NorthStar RAM 

Licenses. His previous experiences include work at the University of Michigan’s Ford Nuclear 
Reactor (2MWth) and as an Assistant Professor at the Delft University of Technology’s Hoger 
Onderwijs Reactor (2MWth). 
 
ddevries@northstarnm.com 

 
NorthStar’s Ac-225 Program: Transforming Legacy Ra-226 to a Cancer-Killing Therapeutic Free of 
Long-Lived Impurities 
 
NorthStar’s presentation will include an overview of the company, and descriptions about the use 
of legacy Ra-226 to create n.c.a. Ac-225, with a focus on purity of the product. Additionally, details 
about pertinent analytical release tests and radiation measurement calibrations will also be 
presented. 
 

mailto:Carlos.Delgado-Loya@doh.wa.gov
mailto:ddevries@northstarnm.com


Pascal Dumont 
 
Vice President of Regulatory Affairs and Licensing at Type One Energy since 
summer 2023, Mr. Dumont has close to 25 years' experience in radiation 
protection, nuclear safety and regulatory affairs. He has held positions as 
Associate Director of the Radiation Protection Bureau of the Government of 
Canada's Department of Health in Ottawa; Canadian expert in nuclear safety 
at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in Vienna, where he led 
more than 20 international missions in Europe and the Middle East; and 
Senior Regulatory Officer at the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission. He 
joined General Fusion in Vancouver in 2022 before moving to Type One 
Energy (Oak Ridge, Tennessee). Mr. Dumont holds a Master of Science 
(Earth Sciences) from the University of Ottawa, Canada.  
pascal.dumont@typeoneenergy.com 

 
Industry and States Q/A Session: Ask the Experts 
 
Pascal is on a panel with other fusion experts. They await your questions. 
 

Dr. Sherrie Flaherty, MHP, DC 
 
Sherrie Flaherty is a Senior Intergovernmental Liaison with NMSS, State 

Agreement and Liaison Programs Branch and the NRC’s NMP Co-

Champion. Before coming to the NRC, Dr. Flaherty was the Supervisor 

for the Radioactive Materials Unit at the Minnesota Department of Health 

overseeing the Agreement State program and the use of radiation 

therapy in the State of Minnesota.  

 

Dr. Flaherty was with the Radioactive Materials Unit for over 17 years, 

starting out as an inspector and license reviewer.  

 

Dr. Flaherty has a Master of Health Physics from the Illinois Institute of 

Technology and a Doctor of Chiropractic from Northwestern College of Chiropractic, along with a 

Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from Bemidji State University.  Her previous careers include 

operating her chiropractic and acupuncture clinic and teaching high school math. 

 

Sherrie.Flaherty@nrc.gov 
 

NMP Co-Champions Discussion 
 
Sherrie and Dave will provide an overview of the priorities and Champion Chats for the last year. 
 

  

mailto:pascal.dumont@typeoneenergy.com
mailto:Sherrie.Flaherty@nrc.gov


Adelaide Giantelli 

Adelaide Giantelli serves as the Chief, State Agreements and Liaison 

Program Branch, in the Division of Materials Safety, Security, and 

State Programs (MSSS), Office of Nuclear Material Safety and 

Safeguards (NMSS). Her team is responsible for the project 

management of the Integrated Materials Performance Evaluation 

Program; providing guidance to States intending to become 

Agreement States and reviewing new applications for Section 274b 

Agreements; coordinating with the Agreement States to plan and 

provide for the compatibility review of State regulations; and providing 

technical support for training of regional and Agreement State 

materials licensing and inspection staff.  Prior to her current position, 

Adelaide was a Senior Project Manager in MSSS managing the 

development of the Integrated Source Management Portfolio; including National Source 

Tracking System, Web-Based Licensing System, and License Verification System. 

Previously, she served as Chief of the Source Management and Protection Branch in NMSS and 

as Team Leader for Transportation Security in NRC’s Office of Nuclear Security and Incident 

Response. Adelaide joined the U.S Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in December 1999; 

she started her career at NRC as an engineer working on shielding and containment reviews for 

transportation packages and spent fuel storage cask designs in NMSS. Prior to joining NRC, 

Adelaide started her career as an engineer at an environmental services consulting company and 

later spent several years as an engineer/project manager at a company that designed and 

manufactured spent fuel storage casks and transportation packages.  Adelaide graduated from 

Manhattan College in New York City with both a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree in Mechanical 

Engineering. 

Adelaide.Giantelli@nrc.gov 

 
Presentation: State Agreement & Liaison Programs Branch Update  
 
Adelaide will showcase the work her branch does for the agreement states. 
 
Presentation: Integrated Materials Performance Evaluation Program (IMPEP) Efficiencies  
 
Adelaide will share changes and efficiencies to the IMPEP process. 
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Melinda Graham  
 
Melinda Graham is the director of licensing and safety for BWXT 
Enrichment Operations, LLC. In this role, she oversees all licensing 
and permitting activities as well as nuclear and industrial facility 
safety, ensuring compliance with Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
(NRC), Department of Energy (DOE), and applicable state and 
federal regulatory requirements while supporting safe, efficient 
operations and future growth. 
 
Ms. Graham is a senior nuclear licensing and safety executive with 
more than 25 years of experience across the nuclear fuel cycle, 
including gas centrifuge uranium enrichment, advanced reactors, 
spent fuel recycling, and defense-related nuclear programs. Prior to 

joining BWXT, Ms. Graham served as Licensing Director for Radiant Industries, Inc, where she led 
the development of a first-of-a-kind licensing framework for the mass manufacture and remote 
deployment of mobile microreactors. Her work required extensive coordination with the NRC, 
DOE, Department of War (DoW), and congressional stakeholders, and focused on advancing 
innovative regulatory approaches to support first-unit deployment and commercialization of 
advanced nuclear technologies. 
 
Ms. Graham began her nuclear career in the U.S. Navy’s Naval Nuclear Power 
Program aboard USS Enterprise (CVN-65). 
 
msgraham2@bwxt.com 
 
BWXT - People Strong, Innovation Driven 
 
Explore how experience with highly regulated, high-consequence national security missions 
informs BWXT’s approach to nuclear innovation and economic growth. The presentation will 
highlight BWXT’s work across state and federal regulatory environments and how deliberate 
planning, disciplined execution, and strong regulatory engagement support industry and economic 
growth for the missions ahead. 
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Tom Hansen, Jr., PhD, CHP 
 
Tom Hansen is the Executive Director of the Southeast Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste Management Compact. In this role, he collaborates 
with Commissioners from Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, 
Tennessee, and Virginia on matters concerning the region’s 
radioactive waste. He is a Certified Health Physicist and possesses a 
PhD in public health from the University of Tennessee, a master’s in 
health physics from Oregon State University, and a bachelor’s in 
radiation protection from Thomas Edison State University. Dr. Hansen 
is formerly the President of Ameriphysics, a U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission licensed decommissioning and waste firm that he 
founded in 2008. His experience at Ameriphysics includes 
decommissioning projects at 40 particle accelerator facilities and 6 
former reactor sites. 

 
tom@secompact.org 

 
Fusion Waste Pathway 
 
The safe disposal of low-level radioactive wastes produced by fission and eventually fusion will be 
key to keep these energy sources viable. 
 

Becki Harisis 
 
Becki Harisis is an Environmental Consultant 3 with the Tennessee 
Department of Environment and Conservation's Division of 
Radiological Health. She serves as Chair-Elect of the Organization of 
Agreement States (OAS) and is actively involved in radiation 
protection policy, regulatory development, and Agreement State 
collaboration. Becki has more than 20 years of experience in radiation 
safety and regulatory programs and is currently pursuing a Master of 
Health Physics at Oregon State University. 
 
Becki.Harisis@tn.gov 
 
Closing Remarks 
 
Becki will provide closing remarks. 
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Larry Harisis  
 
Larry Harisis is the Senior Radiation Safety Officer for Type One 
Energy, where he leads radiation protection and radioactive materials 
licensing activities supporting the development of commercial fusion 
energy systems. With more than 15 years of experience in health 
physics, regulatory compliance, and radiation safety, including 
service as a state regulator, federal program manager, university 
Radiation Safety Officer, and industry safety leader, he has worked 
across government, academia, and private industry. 
 
Larry.Harisis@typeoneenergy.com 

 
 

It Starts Long Before First Plasma: Building the Foundation for Commercial Fusion in Tennessee 
 
Commercial fusion is entering a new phase as projects move toward deployment. Using Type One 
Energy's Infinity program as a case study, this presentation explores how Safety-by-Design, 
environmental characterization, partnerships, organizational readiness, and stakeholder 
engagement help build the confidence needed for the responsible deployment of first-of-a-kind 
fusion facilities. 
 

Joann Harthcock  
 
Joann has 20 years of experience in the radiation field, with five 
years in the private sector as a technologist, lead technologist, and 
PACS administrator before beginning her career with the Texas 
Department of State Health Services in the Radiation Program. 
Joann has been with the program for 15 years and has served in 
multiple roles in various branches of the Radiation Program.  Joann 
currently holds the position of Director for the Texas Radiation 
Program.   
 
Joann stays current on radiation safety and device information at 

the state and national levels by participating in rulemaking and reporting to the Texas Radiation 
Advisory Board. Joann is also a member of the Texas Emergency Response Team, serving on 
field teams, as the technical spokesperson, which earned her an Award of Excellence recognition 
award from FEMA and in incident command. 
 
Joann has been a member of CRCPD since 2015 and serves on multiple committees. 
Joann is currently serving a 3-year term on the CRCPD board as a member at large and is 
responsible for the Healing Arts Council. 
 
Joann holds a bachelor's degree in radiologic sciences and an associate degree in radiologic 
technologies and is a registered radiologic technologist.   

mailto:Larry.Harisis@typeoneenergy.com


 
joann.harthcock@dshs.texas.gov  
 
Gamma Knife Incident:  A root cause analysis 
 
A look at an investigation into a Gamma Knife incident and the contributing factors that occurred. 
 

Ed Harvey 
 
Ed Harvey is a Senior Health Physicist in the NRC's Office Nuclear 

Material Safety and Safeguards and currently serves as the technical lead 

for the NRC's fusion program, including strategy development, rulemaking, 

policy matters, and ADVANCE Act activities. Previously, Mr. Harvey served 

as the Director of Radiation Health for the U.S. Naval Nuclear Propulsion 

Program, where he oversaw radiation safety programs implemented to 

protect nearly 50,000 civilians and sailors working at nuclear-capable 

shipyards, laboratories, and aboard nuclear-powered warships.  

 

Mr. Harvey began his professional career with the NRC in 2014 as a materials health physics 

inspector, where he performed safety and security inspections of licensees authorized by the NRC 

to use byproduct material for medical, industrial, research, and academic applications. In 2020, Mr. 

Harvey later transitioned to the NRC’s Office of Nuclear Regulatory Research, where he managed 

the maintenance and development of several dose assessment computer codes within the NRC’s 

Radiation Protection Computer Code Analysis and Maintenance Program.  

 

Mr. Harvey holds both a Bachelor and Master of Science in Nuclear Engineering & Radiological 

Sciences from the University of Michigan. Go Blue! 

 

Ed.Harvey@nrc.gov 

 

NRC Fusion Update 
 
Ed will share the latest information about the NRC’s fusion regulatory activities. 
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Russell Hestand CNMT 
 
Russell has a degree in Nuclear Medicine Technology and worked 30 
years as a nuclear medicine tech. He has been with the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky for 8.5 years. He is currently the Materials 
Supervisor for the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 
 
russell.hestand@ky.gov 

 
Gauge Recovery Project in Kentucky 
 
This is an overview of our efforts to remove nuclear gauges from coal 

mines and prep plants that are no longer in operation. 
 

Dr. Ola Holmberg, Ph.D.  
 
Dr. Ola Holmberg is the Head of the Radiation Protection of 
Patients Unit at the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
Vienna, Austria. He is a medical physicist from Sweden with 
radiotherapy experience from Skåne University Hospital, Malmö; 
Sweden, St. Luke's Hospital, Dublin, Ireland; and The Netherlands 
Cancer Institute, Amsterdam. Prior to his appointment to the IAEA 
in 2008, he was the Chief Physicist at Copenhagen University 
Hospital, Herlev, Denmark. 
 
He is a co-founder of the Radiation Oncology Safety Information 
System (ROSIS, 2001) an international voluntary safety reporting 

system for radiotherapy, and has also participated as a Task Group member for the International 
Commission on Radiological Protection (ICRP) on prevention of accidental exposures from new 
external beam radiation therapy technologies, which led to the ICRP Publication 112.  
 
Dr Holmberg has published scientific papers on radiation protection of patients in journals such as 
The Lancet. He has served as Course Director for ESTRO on radiotherapy treatment planning and 
has also lectured on prevention of accidents in radiotherapy in many different countries. He was 
the Scientific Secretary for the International Conference on Radiation Protection in Medicine - 
Setting the Scene for the Next Decade, held in Bonn, Germany, in December 2012, which led to 
the Bonn Call for Action – a joint position statement by the IAEA and the WHO, as well as for the 
International Conference on Radiation Protection in Medicine – Achieving Change in Practice, held 
in Vienna, Austria, in December 2017 and the International Conference on Radiation Protection in 
Medicine – X Ray Vision, held in Vienna in December 2025, leading to the Bonn+ Call for Action. 
 
O.Holmberg@iaea.org 

 
International Atomic Energy Agency’s (IAEA’s) Activities in Medical Radiation Protection 
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The IAEA’s Radiation Protection of Patients (RPOP) programme supports countries in the safe use 
of radiation in medicine by developing safety guidance based on science and knowledge and by 
supporting hospitals, clinics and other medical facilities to implement this guidance. Main topics 
and methods used will be presented. All RPOP material is available for free in digital format. 
 

Seth Kanter 
 
Seth began his nuclear career in the U.S. Navy’s nuclear power 
program, serving eight years aboard the USS Aspro and USS 
Canopus. He then spent over 28 years at Palo Verde Nuclear 
Generating Station in health physics, engineering, and management 
roles, earning a B.S. in Nuclear Engineering and becoming a Certified 
Health Physicist. After a brief tenure at Argonne National Laboratory, 
Seth has served the past decade as Health Physics & Radiological 
Engineering Manager at Idaho National Laboratory. He is also an 
Adjunct Professor at College of Eastern Idaho and Affiliate Faculty at 
Colorado State University. Seth is currently the INL Health Physics & 
Radiological Engineering Manager. 

 
seth.kanter@inl.gov  
 
Title of Presentation: Reevaluation of Radiation Protection Standards for Workers and the Public 
Based on Current Scientific Evidence  
 
Sub-title: Beyond ALARA: What the NRC’s Proposed Rule Actually Changes – and What It Doesn’t 
 

Jeffrey (Jeff) King 
 
Prof. Jeffrey King is a Professor and the Founding Director of the 
Nuclear Engineering Program at the Tennessee Technological 
University which admitted the first undergraduate students in 2024.  
From 2009 to 2024, Jeff was the first tenure-line Nuclear Engineering 
professor in the Nuclear Science and Engineering Program at the 
Colorado School of Mines, serving as the Interim Program Director 
from 2010 to 2015 and as the Director of the Nuclear Science and 
Engineering Research Center from 2016-2022.  Before Mines, Jeff 
was an Assistant Professor in the Mining and Nuclear Engineering 
Department at the Missouri University of Science and Technology.  Dr. 
King completed his PhD in Nuclear Engineering in 2006 as a member 
of the Institute for Space and Nuclear Power Studies at the University 

of New Mexico. With over 25 years of involvement in the nuclear technology field, Prof. King’s research and 
teaching interests span a wide array of topics across the nuclear fuel cycle, including reactor physics, 
reactor design, computational design methods, nuclear materials, and the public policy issues related to 
nuclear power.   He has a particular interest in space nuclear topics including space nuclear reactor design, 
nuclear system launch safety, and advanced thermal-to-electric power conversion technologies.  
 

JKing@tntech.edu 
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Workforce Planning Panel 
 
Prof. Jeffrey King will be on a workforce planning panel with other educational institutions.  
 

Nathaniel A. Kishbaugh 
Nathaniel (Nate) Kishbaugh has been a license reviewer and 
inspector with the New York State Department of Health since 
2015. He has been the Chief of the Radioactive Materials Section 
since 2024 and has been active in various workgroups and 
professional organizations throughout his career. He is a graduate 
of Green Mountain College in Poultney, Vermont.  
 
Nathaniel.Kishbaugh@health.ny.gov 

 
2022 Overexposure and Contamination Event 
 

In 2022, New York State Department of Health responded to a reported overexposure of an 
employee involved with the processing of Americium-241 foils within a licensed manufacturing 
facility. This presentation outlines the original notification, initial response, cause(s), immediate 
steps and longer-term actions/enforcement associated with this event.   
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Andrea Kock 
 
Andrea Kock currently serves as the Office Director, Office of Nuclear 
Material Safety and Safeguards. Ms. Kock has served the USNRC for 
over 30 years in a broad range of positions in both the reactor and 
materials areas most recently as the Regional Administrator in Region I 
and as the Deputy Office Director for Engineering in the Office of 
Nuclear Reactor Regulation (NRR). Between 2018 and 2021, Ms. Kock 
held multiple executive positions in all Business lines in the Office of 
Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards (NMSS). Ms. Kock was 
selected into the Senior Executive Service in 2014, and her first 
executive assignment was as the Deputy Director in the Division of Site 
Safety and Environmental Analysis in the Office of New Reactors. From 
2007-2014, she held multiple supervisory positions in both NMSS and 

NRR. From 2010- 2013, Ms. Kock supported one of the agency's five Commissioners, 
Commissioner William Ostendorff, as a Policy Advisor for Materials issues. She started her career 
as an inspector in NRC's Region III office from 1996-2004.  
 
Ms. Kock received an M.S. in Environmental Health Science with a concentration in radiological 
health from the University of Michigan in 1996 and was a DOE Health Physics Fellow. 
 
Andrea.Kock@nrc.gov 

 
NRC Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards (NMSS) Update 
 
Andrea will provide an update about the NRC’s reorganization, the new NMSS vision statement, 
and implementing the Leadership, Excellence, Accountability, and Discipline (LEAD) framework. 
 

Latonya Kyles 
 
Latonya Kyles is a Branch Chief in Office of Nuclear Regulatory 
Research in the Division of Technical Training at the Technical Training 
Center (TTC) in Chattanooga, TN where she manages the Specialized 
Technical Training Branch. Latonya joined the NRC in 2009 as a Health 
Physicist and has worked at TTC since 2010.  Ms. Mahlahla earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Health Physics from Purdue University 
and a Master of Business Administration from the University of 
Delaware.  Prior to joining the NRC, she worked in commercial nuclear 
power in health physics and nuclear operations support.   

 
Latonya.Kyles@nrc.gov 
 
NRC’s Technical Training Center Update and Highlights 
 
Latonya will showcase the courses available to the Agreement States. 
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Sue Magidson 
 
Sue Magidson is an executive leader with 40+ years of experience in 
decommissioning and environmental remediation at U.S. defense 
nuclear sites. She has led multi-billion-dollar Department of Energy 
environmental management programs—delivering compliant, results-
driven cleanup. In addition to her extensive technical and leadership 
experience, Sue is recognized for her collaborative approach to 
working with federal, state, and local agencies, as well as community 
and tribal stakeholders. She holds B.S. and M.S. degrees in 
Environmental Engineering from Vanderbilt University and is pursuing 
a Ph.D. in this same filed with a nuclear emphasis. With keen 
awareness of the present and future workforce challenges faced by 
the nuclear industry, Sue has dedicated her research to education and 

workforce development. This focus underscores her commitment to meeting essential needs and 
promoting lasting advancement in the nuclear enterprise. 
 
Sue.Magidson@vanderbilt.edu 

 
Workforce Planning Panel 
 
Sue will be on a workforce planning panel with other educational institutions.  
 

Mike Magill 
 
Mike came out of retirement after a 42-year career in business and 
government to help start the Oak Ridge Corridor Development 
Corporation.  Mike earned the reputation as a turnaround and change 
agent for companies, helping them address problems, enter new 
markets and grow profits.  Mike served in Tennessee Governor Don 
Sundquist Administration.     
 
mm@oakridge-corridor.com 
 
Presentation: Building the Future: Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation 
Campuses —A Tennessee Perspective 

 
Sub-title: Capitalize on the Oak Ridge Legacy   
 
Oak Ridge has a rich history of developing science, engineering and technology in the nuclear 
industry.  Because of this knowledge and respect for nuclear energy, Oak Ridge is establishing its 
leadership position in national security and energy independence.   
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David Matos 
 
A proud Georgia Tech Chemical Engineering graduate, Dave 
launched his career with the Georgia Air Protection Branch in 1998. 
Over the next 19 years, he wore nearly every hat imaginable—from 
permit engineer to Manager of the Chemicals Permitting Unit—and 
acquired the dubious superpower of memorizing virtually every air 
permit acronym in existence. 
 
In 2016, Dave made a "highly ionizing" shift to become the Program 
Manager for Georgia’s Radiation Protection Programs. Since then, 
he has found renewed purpose serving the radiation community—a 
dynamic field that keeps him on his toes and his survey meter within 
arm’s reach. 
 

Beyond state operations, Dave has had the privilege of representing the Organization of 
Agreement States (OAS) on several state Management Review Boards, striking the critical 
balance between regulatory oversight and practical execution. Highlights of his national and global 
outreach include representing the Agreement States at the 2024 NRC Periodic Meetings and 
collaborating with the IAEA on a TecDoc for the financial assurance of disused sources. Dave is 
the current NMP Co-Champion. 
 
Off the clock, Dave is a double Georgia Tech parent (to a current graduate student and an 
incoming freshman). He coaches youth soccer with the Lazers Soccer Club—where he spends his 
weekends nurturing technical skills for the U14s and managing teenage attitudes for the U19s—
and he’s been known to take the mic for the occasional karaoke night. 
 
David.Matos@dnr.ga.gov 

 
Presentation: Welcome to the OAS Annual Meeting 
 
Dave will provide logistics and other information about the annual meeting to all attendees. 
 
Presentation: Recognition of Agreement State Volunteers 
 
Dave will recognize and honor all the agreement state volunteers from the past year. 
 
Presentation: NMP Co-Champions Discussion 
Dave and Sherrie will provide an overview of the priorities and Champion Chats for the last year. 
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John McCormick 
 
Founder and Vice President of Bionomics, Inc., John McCormick 
is an industry expert in dispositioning of low-level radioactive and 
mixed waste.   
 
Mr. McCormick brings a wealth of experience and knowledge 
gained from 40 years of working in diverse areas of radioactive 
and mixed waste management.  Since 1988, he has been 
operating successfully with his own full-service company 
dedicated to small- and medium-sized generators.  His specialty 
is to provide quality services to universities, pharmaceutical 
companies, and research institutions, adhering to regulatory and 

DOT requirements while providing excellent value to his clients and giving them peace of mind.  
 
Of interest to Forum members, Mr. McCormick has been assisting the CRCPD by providing an 
efficient, economical brokerage and collection services that carry out the mission of the SCATR 
program.  Since 2012, the collection has recovered sealed sources in 47 States and one US 
territory. In addition, Bionomics has recovered orphaned materials and assisted licensees and 
private citizens who are not in a financial or regulatory position to dispose of the materials in their 
possession. 
 
JMcCormick@bionomics-inc.com 

 
Source Collection & Threat Reduction (SCATR) Program Update 
 
The SCATR Program, managed by the CRCPD with Department of Energy support, helps 
qualifying facilities safely and affordably dispose of unwanted radioactive sealed sources. This 
initiative provides financial assistance and a streamlined process to remove vulnerable materials 
that could otherwise pose security or safety risks. 
 

Sam Meyer 
 
Sam Meyer leads the Strengthening Site Security Program at the 
DOE/NNSA’s Office of Radiological Security (ORS). In this role, 
Sam oversees initiatives to enhance the security of high-activity 
radioactive sources at partner sites in the United States. Sam has 
supported ORS for four years, and previously worked as a nuclear 
and radiological security researcher and served in the US Army. 
 
Samuel.Meyer@nnsa.doe.gov 

 
Office of Radiological Security OAS 2026 Update 
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Update on DOE/NNSA Office of Radiological Security’s (ORS) work to enhance U.S. and global 
security by ensuring the safe and secure use of radiation technologies that benefit society, while 
preventing adversaries from acquiring radioactive material for malicious use.  ORS will provide 
updates on the Cesium Irradiator Replacement Project and the Strengthening Site Securities 
Program.  
 

Kathy Modes 
 
After a distinguished 34-year career in the federal government, Kathy came 
out of retirement to support the Organization of Agreement States with its 
annual meetings. Driven by a deep belief in the OAS mission and a passion 
for collaborating with the Agreement States, she is dedicated to helping 
deliver annual meetings that are as engaging and fun as they are 
informative. 
 

Kathy.Modes@gmail.com 

 
Summary and Highlights from Monday’s “Get to Know Your Neighbor” 
Session 

 
Kathy will work with the four breakout session groups to summarize their results. 
 
OAS Mission Recap and an Invitation to the 2027 OAS Annual Meeting in New England (Boston, 
MA) 
 

Szymon Mudrewicz (pronounced Simon Muh-drew-its) 

 
Szymon is a Radiation Control Officer and the Licensing 
Supervisor for the Radioactive Materials Unit of the Massachusetts 
Division of Radiation Control. He has been with the DRC for 11 
years. His other duties include Inspector, Sealed Source and Device 
Reviewer, Financial Assurance Coordinator, and Field Team 
Coordinator. He graduated from the University of Massachusetts – 
Lowell with a Bachelor’s and a Master’s Degree in Chemical 
Engineering. 
 

Szymon.Mudrewicz@mass.gov 

 
 Check out Szymon’s digital poster! 
 
Industry and States Q/A Session: Ask the Experts 
 
Szymon will be on a panel of experts. They await your questions. 
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OAS Executive Board  
 
Chair: Sarah Sanderlin (New Jersey) 
Sarah.Sanderlin@dep.nj.gov 

 
Chair-Elect: Becki Harisis (Tennessee) 
becki.harisis@tn.gov 

 
Past Chair: Beth Shelton (Tennessee) 
beth.shelton@tn.gov 

 
Secretary: Shatavia “Shay” Walker (Georgia) 
shatavia.walker@dnr.ga.gov 

 
Treasurer: Niki Minnick (Pennsylvania) 
jeminnick@pa.gov 

 
Director of Rulemaking: Phill Peterson 
(Colorado) phillip.peterson@state.co.us 

 
Director of Emerging Issues & Advocacy: 
Meghan Cromie (Colorado) 
meghan.cromie@state.co.us 

 
NMP Co-Champion: David Matos (Georgia) 
David.Matos@dnr.ga.gov 

 
In addition to the Executive Board, Jo Murphy is the official OAS Event Planner and Kathy Modes 
is the OAS Executive Director.  
 
OAS Website: https://www.agreementstates.org/ 
 
LinkedIn and Instagram: #agreementstates (all one word) 
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Brandi O'Brien 
 
Brandi O’Brien is the Nuclear and Critical Minerals Industry 
Coordinator for the Wyoming Energy Authority. She previously served 
as the Administrator of the Land Quality Division (LQD) at the 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (WDEQ) as well as the 
Radiation Control Program Director in the Source Material and 
Uranium Recovery Program at WDEQ. Brandi holds a B.S. in Nuclear 
Engineering from Idaho State University 
 
Brandi.OBrien1@wyo.gov 

 
Regulating Source Material in Rare Earth Processing 
 
Brandi and Allyce Bolger (NRC) will provide an overview of the 

regulatory oversight for source material in rare earth processing. 
 

Jean-Luc Palayer 
 
Jean-Luc Palayer is the Chief Executive Officer and President of 
Orano USA and the Chief Executive Officer of Orano Federal 
Services. He oversees Orano's business units in the United States, 
including the ongoing Project IKE development of America’s new 
uranium enrichment facility in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. With more than 
25 years in the nuclear industry, Jean-Luc’s international leadership 
experience includes nuclear materials transportation and storage, 
front-end material production and deliveries, supply chain 
optimization, and industrial project development in the United States, 
Europe, and Asia. 
 

jean-luc.palayer@orano.group 

 
Nuclear Energy Powers Up  
 
Engaged Agreement states play an important role in achieving beneficial energy goals with nuclear 
energy quickly developing throughout the fuel cycle from mining, conversion, and enrichment to 
used fuel storage, transportation, and recycling. Orano USA CEO Jean-Luc Palayer will speak to 
these topics with examples from Orano’s decades of U.S. operations and ongoing development of 
its Project IKE uranium enrichment facility in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
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Ronald Parsons 
 
Ronald Parsons is the Tennessee Radioactive Material Licensing 
Manager. Mr. Parsons graduated from Middle Tennessee State University 
with a Bachelor of Science. He has worked for the Tennessee Division of 
Radiological Health for over 30 years and is an IMPEP Team Member for 
the Licensing and Sealed Source and Device Indicators.  
 
Ron.Parsons@tn.gov   
 
Industry and States Q/A Session: Ask the Experts 
 
Ron will be on a panel of fusion experts. They await your questions.  
 
Also check out Ron’s poster on the Fusion Standing Committee! 

 

Lea Perlas  
 
Lea Perlas is the Fusion Program Director at the Virginia Department of 
Health (VDH). Over her 29-year career with VDH, she has served in key 
leadership roles, including Radiological Health Office Director, Division 
Director, and Radiation Compliance Officer. Her educational background 
spans Political Science, Radiation Science, and a Master’s in Public 
Health. Lea brings extensive experience in regulatory oversight and 
public health, contributing to the safe and collaborative advancement of 
fusion technologies. 
 
Lea.perlas@vdh.virginia.gov  
 
Industry and States Q/A Session: Ask the Experts 

 
Lea will be on a panel of experts. They await your questions. 
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Joe Power 
 
Joe Power has worked with the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Bureau of Environmental Radiation for 
12 years. Joe started with a focus on inspection and licensing of 
industrial type facilities, and has since spent 10 years handling 
licensing and decommissioning of TENORM sites and radioactive 
materials licensees. 
 
Joseph.Power@dep.nj.gov 

 
 A Decommissioning to Remember 
 
A discussion of the challenges and lessons learned from a special nuclear material license 
termination in New Jersey. 
 

Andrew Proffitt 
 
Andrew Proffitt is Senior Director of Regulatory Policy at Helion Energy, 
where he leads regulatory policy strategy and execution at state, 
federal, and international levels to enable the deployment of fusion 
energy at scale. His work spans nuclear, environmental, and energy 
policy — building the regulatory frameworks and policy infrastructure 
needed to support fusion from first-of-a-kind deployment through global 
commercialization. He engages directly with the NRC, Congress, DOE, 
and state regulators in the U.S., and works with policymakers, 
regulators, and stakeholders in the UK, Canada, the EU, and at the 
IAEA to drive international regulatory alignment for fusion.  
 
 

andrew.proffitt@helionenergy.com 

 
Industry and States Q/A Session: Ask the Experts 
 
Andrew is on a panel with other fusion experts. They await your questions. 
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Ernesto Quiñones 
 
Ernesto Quiñones serves as the Business Project Manager for the 
systems that comprise the Integrated Source Management Portfolio 
in the Division of Materials Safety, Security, and State Programs, 
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards. The portfolio 
includes the Web-Based Licensing System, National Source 
Tracking System, and License Verification System. He also co-leads 
the development and implementation of data analytics tools that 
support workload management, program oversight, and regulatory 
decision-making across NMSS. 

 
 Ernesto joined the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission in 2002 as a Technical Reviewer in the 
High-Level Waste Program. In 2005, he transitioned to a Project Manager role and subsequently 
led the development and implementation of several materials security initiatives. In this capacity, 
he served as a technical lead for evaluating radioactive source security-related documents and 
advised senior management on materials security issues and major domestic and international 
cooperative efforts. 
 
 Ernesto received a bachelor’s degree in geology and completed graduate studies in volcanology 
at the University of Puerto Rico. Outside of work, he enjoys cycling, exercising, and home 
improvement projects. 
 
Ernesto.Quinones@nrc.gov 

 
Web-Based Licensing (WBL) Update 
 
Ernesto will highlight how WBL is expanding beyond licensing, demonstrate the new online NRC 
Form 313 for submitting license applications, and share updates on adoption by states and 
upcoming enhancements. 
 

Duane R. Quayle 
 
Mr. Quayle has worked in the health physics industry for 40 
years.  United States Navy (USN) Nuke ELT on the USS 
Enterprise (CVN-65) from 1985-1991.  In 1996, Mr. Quayle 
obtained his M.S. degree in Radiological Health Physics from the 
University of Massachusetts at Lowell. He is currently the Director 
of Regulatory Affairs and the Corporate Radiation Safety Office 
for EnergySolutions. Duane has been happily married for 37 
years and has 4 children and 7 grandchildren. Hobbies include 
Hiking, CrossFit, Tennis, and plans to start pickleball in the fall.  
 
 

drquayle@energysolutions.com 
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Radioactive Material Recycling and Isotope Recovery 
 
This talk will discuss the recycling of radioactive materials, such as contaminated metals and ion 
exchange resins, followed by the recovery of selected isotopes that have industrial applications. 
 

Tanya Ridgle 
 
Tanya Ridgle serves as a Principal Radiation Protection 
Specialist with the Los Angeles County Department of Public 
Health, Radiation Management. She leads radiological 
emergency preparedness and response efforts for the County, 
including incident investigation, radiation safety training, and 
development of emergency plans and procedures. Ms. Ridgle 
holds a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry from UCLA and has 
more than 25 years of experience in radiation safety. She is 
also a Department of Homeland Security–certified Counter 
Terrorism Operations Support instructor, providing technical 
radiological/nuclear training to emergency responders. 
 

Ms. Ridgle currently serves as Chairperson of the Board of Directors for the Conference of 
Radiation Control Program Directors (CRCPD). In addition to her leadership role, she is a member 
of HS/ER-4, the Committee for Evaluation of Guidelines, Resources, and Tools for Radiological 
and Nuclear Emergency Response and Recovery, and is certified as a Type 1 Radiological 
Operations Support Specialist. 
 
tanya.ridgle@cdph.ca.gov   
 

CRCPD Update: Navigating Change in Radiation Protection   
 
Tanya will update us on what is happening with CRCPD. 
 

Lynne Roy, MS, CNMT, FSNMMI-TS 
 
Lynne Roy is a California licensed nuclear medicine technologist.  She 
was the Executive Director of the Imaging Department at Cedars Sinai 
Medical Center until 2025.  She is a Past President of The Society of 
Nuclear Medicine Technology and currently serves as their Advocacy 
Chair.  She has published many scientific, leadership, and safety articles 
and is a sought-after speaker on these topics. 
 
lroy52@hotmail.com 

 
Reportable Medical Events Involving Therapeutic Radiopharmaceuticals 
(Theranostics).   
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Several examples of avoidable medical events involving treatment doses and root cause analysis 
prove the importance of in-depth training and experience. 
 

Sarah Sanderlin (pre-recorded video 
presentation) 
 
Sarah Sanderlin has worked for the New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Bureau of Environmental Radiation since 
May of 2018.  She performs routine compliance inspections and 
license reviewing for the Bureau’s industrial section licensees.  In 
the last seven years she has helped train new staff members, led 
the General License Device Program, and actively partakes in 
emergency response for radioactive materials as well as response 
drills for New Jersey’s power plants.  She is also one of the main 
contacts for Fusion within New Jersey’s Agreement State Program. 
 
Sarah has a Master of Science in Resilient and Sustainable 
Communities from Green Mountain College and a Bachelor of 

Science from Stockton University in Environmental Science. Sarah is OAS Board Chair.    
 
Sarah.Sanderlin@dep.nj.gov  
 
OAS Update: Leading the Charge, Moving the Needle – Pre-recorded message 
 

Jeffrey Semancik 
 
Jeff Semancik has served as the Radiation Division Director for the 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
(DEEP) since 2014.  Jeff has served as the chair of the Conference of 
Radiation Control Program Directors (CRCPD) and is active in 
several working groups including the chair of the Committees on 
Commercial and Naval Nuclear Power.  Jeff previously worked at 
Millstone Nuclear Power Station in several roles including Plant 
Manager.  Jeff was a qualified nuclear engineering officer in the US 
Navy and an NRC licensed senior reactor operator at Millstone. He 
holds a BS in physics from the US Naval Academy, a MS in electrical 
engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, and an MBA from 
the University of Connecticut. 
 

Jeffrey.Semancik@ct.gov   
 
Establishing a 274b. Agreement & Becoming an Agreement State 
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Jeff will discuss his personal journey of making sure Connecticut became the 40th Agreement 
State.   
 
A New Program Brings Fresh Perspectives: Bringing Something New to the National Materials 
Program 
 
Jeff with his colleague, Kristina, will share their Geek of the Week training idea and their 
Reciprocity Risk Matrix. 
 

Beth Shelton 
 
Beth Shelton is the current Director for the Tennessee Division of 
Radiological Health. She has been with the State of Tennessee for 
26 years working in all sections of the Division, including oversight of 
regulation compatibility and development, inspection of Division 
licensees and managing the Division’s radioactive material licensing 
program. Beth has served as an Integrated Materials Performance 
Evaluation Program (IMPEP) team member. She has also served on 
the Executive Board of the Organization of Agreement States as 
Treasurer for two terms and is currently the Chair.  
 
Beth served as an advisor to the Tennessee Nuclear Energy 
Advisory Council and has represented Tennessee at various national 
conferences and on panels presenting on fusion topics. She is 
passionate about the advancement of clean energy sources and is 
working hand in hand with government agencies and industry to 

make this a reality for Tennesseans. 
 
Beth holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology and Chemistry from Middle Tennessee State 
University. She also holds a Master of Professional Studies Degree in Strategic Leadership as well 
as a certification in Lean Management from Middle Tennessee State University. 
 
She is a member of both OAS and CRCPD. 
 
Beth.Shelton@tn.gov 

 
Opening Remarks 
 
Beth will deliver the opening remarks. 
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Daniel B. Shrum (Dan) 
 
Dan Shrum has been with the Low-Level Radioactive Waste Forum 
for over 6 years.  Before that, he did stuff with EnergySolutions.   
 
dshrum@llwforum.org 

 
Presentation: Fusion Waste Pathway 
 
Sub-Title: Low-Level Radioactive Waste or Fusion Waste 
 
The safe disposal of low-level radioactive wastes produced by 
fission and eventually fusion will be key to keep these energy 
sources viable. 
 

Michael J. Snee 
 
 Michael Snee was the Administrator of the Ohio Agreement State 
Program until his retirement from state service in July 2023. Mike 
joined the Conference for Radiation Control Program Directors 
(CRCPD) staff as a Technical Assistant in January 2024. His 
duties include working on the disused sources programs, both the 
Source Collection and Threat Reduction (SCATR) Program and 
the Orphan Source Program. He provides technical assistance to 
the users of the Department of Transportation’s two Special 
Permits issued to CRCPD. 

msnee@crcpd.org 

 
Source Collection & Threat Reduction (SCATR) Program Update 
 
The SCATR Program, managed by the CRCPD with Department of Energy support, helps 
qualifying facilities safely and affordably dispose of unwanted radioactive sealed sources. This 
initiative provides financial assistance and a streamlined process to remove vulnerable materials 
that could otherwise pose security or safety risks. 
 
Also, checkout the poster about SCATR! 
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Andrew Sowder, Ph.D. CHP 

Andrew Sowder is a Senior Technical Executive at the Electric Power 
Research Institute (EPRI) where he launched and leads EPRI’s 
strategic program on fusion. Previously, he established EPRI’s 
advanced reactor research portfolio and managed applied research 
on advanced nuclear fuel cycles and used nuclear fuel management.  

Prior to joining EPRI, Andrew oversaw radiological safety and 
security policy and Chornobyl assistance at the U.S. Department of 
State, investigated uranium fate and transport on the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) Savannah River Site, and evaluated 

uranium mining impacts on the Navajo Nation as an American 
Association for the Advancement of Science and technology policy 
fellow at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

Andrew received a B.S. in Optics from the University of Rochester and a Ph.D. in Environmental 
Systems Engineering from Clemson University. He is a Certified Health Physicist and currently 
serves on the American Nuclear Society’s Standards Board. 
 
www.epri.com  

 
Building Fusion Expertise: Industry Training Programs and Educational Resource 
 
Learning about fusion energy safety and regulation can be intimidating due to the wide variety of 
different fusion energy technologies and possible hazards. This panel provides details on 
resources, trainings, and courses on fusion energy safety and regulation available to state 
regulators from the Clean Air Task Force (CATF), the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), 
and the University of Tennessee Knoxville (UTK). 
 

  

http://www.epri.com/


Braden Stover 
 
Braden Stover serves as the Senior Advisor for Nuclear and Quantum 
Strategy at the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community 
Development (TNECD). In this role, Stover leads statewide initiatives to 
position Tennessee as a national leader in advanced energy and next-
generation computing. He develops and implements strategies that 
expand nuclear technology innovation, accelerate quantum research 
and network deployment and strengthen collaboration among 
universities, utilities, private-sector companies and federal research 
institutions. 
 
His work supports workforce development, fosters regional innovation 
clusters and advances investment attraction efforts that help 
communities across Tennessee benefit from emerging high-tech 

industries. Stover also provides subject matter expertise on technology trends, infrastructure 
requirements and industry readiness to ensure Tennessee remains competitive in rapidly evolving 
nuclear and quantum markets. 
 
Prior to joining TNECD, Stover held policy and legislative roles in the Tennessee State Senate, the 
U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate, where he gained extensive experience 
navigating complex policy environments. He is a graduate of Belmont University and resides in Mt. 
Juliet with his wife Gracie and their two children. 
 
Braden.Stover@tn.gov 
 
Building the Future: Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation Campuses —A Tennessee Perspective 

 
Explore Tennessee’s growing leadership across the nuclear industry and the state’s efforts to build 
a comprehensive nuclear ecosystem spanning research, advanced manufacturing, next-
generation energy and the nuclear fuel cycle. The discussion will highlight emerging opportunities 
such as the Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation Campus and nuclear fusion, and how they can build on 
Tennessee’s existing assets to drive innovation, investment and economic growth. 
  

Ashley Stowe, Ph.D. 
 
Ashley Stowe, Ph.D., serves as chief research and 
university partnerships officer. In this role, he enhances 
ORAU’s scientific research opportunities and expands 
partnerships with universities, national laboratories and 
private industry. Under his direction, the Research and 
University Partnerships office provides awards to ORAU 
member universities, identifies and promotes funding 
opportunities by facilitating inter-institutional 

mailto:Braden.Stover@tn.gov


relationships, and leverages relationships with other organizations to support increased funding for 
scientific research and education. 
 
Stowe previously served as the director of Y-12’s Oak Ridge Enhanced Technology and Training 
Center since 2021. He has a distinguished 18-year career at the Y-12 Nuclear Security Complex, 
including serving as the university partnerships program manager, technology transfer lead, CNS 
engineering internships program manager, fellows program manager, and director of Y-12’s 
Nuclear Forensics and Detection Division. 
 
Stowe also serves as an adjunct professor of physics and astronomy at Vanderbilt University, is an 
adjunct lecturer at the College of Business at the University of Tennessee, and is an assistant 
professor in the Department of Nuclear Engineering at UT. 
 
Stowe earned a Ph.D. in chemistry from Florida State University and holds a Master of Business 
Administration degree from the University of Tennessee. 
 
ashley.stowe@orau.org 

 
Workforce Planning Panel 
 
Dr. Stowe will be on a workforce planning panel with other educational institutions. 

Paul Sylvester 
 
 Dr. Sylvester obtained both his BSc and PhD at the University of 
Reading in the United Kingdom, which was followed by postdoctoral 
studies at Texas A&M University. His career has been focused on 
separation science and water treatment, and he has extensive 
experience in nuclear waste remediation, nuclear medicine and 
isotope production, and drinking water treatment. He was responsible 
for the development of the ALPS water treatment systems at 
Fukushima, Japan and has worked on additional nuclear projects in 
the UK, France and USA. He is currently the Chief Scientist at 
EnergySolutions. Interests include travel, photography, fossils and 
minerals, ancient history, and tennis.  
 

psylvester@energysolutions.com 

 
Radioactive Material Recycling and Isotope Recovery 
 
This talk will discuss the recycling of radioactive materials, such as contaminated metals and ion 
exchange resins, followed by the recovery of selected isotopes that have industrial applications. 
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Dr. Katie Tapp  
 
Katie Tapp joined the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in 
September 2006.  She currently works on the Medical Radiation Safety 
Team as a senior medical physicist.  Before working in the medical 
team, Katie has worked in several positions across the agency as a 
health physicist.  Katie received her doctorate in medical physics from 
Purdue University and her bachelors in nuclear engineering from 
University of Illinois.  
 

Katie.Tapp@nrc.gov 

 
NRC Medical Radiation Safety Program Update 

 
Dr. Tapp will provide a recap of the highlights happening in the NRC Medical Radiation Safety 
Program that may affect agreement states. 
 

Cindy Tomlinson, MPP 
 
Cindy Tomlinson is the Senior Patient Safety and Regulatory Affairs 
Manager at American Society for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO) 
where she is responsible for monitoring the NRC, the FDA and 
CMS’s Quality Payment Program. Cindy has more than 20 years of 
experience working for health care trade associations and specialty 
societies. She holds an MPP from Johns Hopkins University and a 
BA in History from New York University. 
 
cindy.tomlinson@astro.org 

 
Getting the Full Dose: Event Narratives That Don’t Underexpose the 
Details 

 
This presentation will cover best practices for writing medical event reports, and will provide 
updates on ASTRO activities. 
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Juan F. Uribe 
 
Juan Uribe is the Acting Director for the Office of Disposal 
Research and Development and the Acting Director for the Office 
of Collaboration-based Siting in the US Department of Energy’s 
(DOE) Office of Spent Fuel and High-Level Waste Disposition. 
During his time at DOE, Juan has worked on a number of 
opportunities geared towards advancing the final disposition of 
used nuclear fuel and high-level waste, including the Nuclear 
Lifecycle Innovation Campus Efforts, funding opportunities to 
universities and NGOs, stakeholder engagement, development of 
processes and guidance materials, and communication materials – 
to name a few. Prior to joining DOE, Juan spent 14.5 years 
working at the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission. He holds a 

B.S. in Civil Engineering from the University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez and an M.S. in 
Geotechnical Engineering from the University of Maryland at College Park. 
 
 juan.uribe@nuclear.energy.gov 

 
Presentation: Building the Future: Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation Campuses —A Tennessee 
Perspective   
 
Sub-Title: Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation Campus – Overview and Updates  
 
The U.S. Department of Energy's (DOE) Nuclear Lifecycle Innovation Campuses initiative is a 
federal effort to modernize the entire domestic nuclear fuel cycle. This presentation will provide an 
overview and current status of the program. 
 

Kristina Verderame 
 
Kristina is a Supervising Radiation Control Physicist at the 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
overseeing the industrial x-ray and Agreement State program in 
Connecticut. She is a Certified Health Physicist and serves as a 
Member-At-Large on the Board of Directors for the Conference of 
Radiation Control Program Directors. Her interests include 
radiological accident assessment, radioactive materials licensing, 
and industrial inspections.  
 
Kristina.Verderame@ct.gov   
 

A New Program Brings Fresh Perspectives: Bringing Something New to the National Materials 
Program 
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Kristina with her colleague, Jeff, will share their Geek of the Week training idea and their 
Reciprocity Risk Matrix. 

Matt Wait, MS, DABR, DABSNM, MRSE 
 
Matt Wait is a senior diagnostic physicist and associate radiation 
safety officer at Kaiser Permanente Los Angeles Medical Center with 
over 13 years of experience in medical physics and regulatory 
affairs. 
 

 matt.wait@kp.org 

 
The Role of Medical Physicists in the Regulatory and Safety 
Inspection Process 
 
The presentation will discuss how NRC and agreement state 

regulations affect medical practice through the lens of a medical physicist responsible for radiation 
safety in therapeutic, diagnostic, and nuclear medicine procedures. There will also be a brief 
discussion about government relations and advocacy within the AAPM, the professional 
association of medical physicists in the US. 
 

Melvin Weatherly 
 
Melvin Weatherly is the Lead Health Physicist for Fusion and 
Radiation Therapy in the X-ray Section at the Washington State 
Department of Health. He oversees regulatory oversight of 
radiation therapy and fusion facilities, including inspections and 
shielding plan reviews, and contributes to U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission rulemaking on fusion energy systems. 
Melvin holds an M.S. in Applied Physics from the University of 
Washington and is based in Seattle, Washington. 
 
melvin.weatherly@doh.wa.gov 

 
A Collaborative Path to Fusion Licensing: Perspectives from 
Washington State and Helion  
 

Learn how local community leaders, Washington Department of Health, and fusion companies 
worked together to permit and site a commercial fusion power plant. 
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Duncan White 
 
Duncan White currently serves as the Advanced Nuclear 
Fellow for Tennessee’s Division of Radiological Health. He 
previously spent nine years with New Jersey’s Radiation 
Protection Program and more than 34 years with the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in a range of 
technical, supervisory, and advisory roles. Mr. White 
contributed to the development of multiple NRC byproduct 
and source material regulations and guidance documents 
governing the safe and secure use of radioactive materials. 
From 2021 to December 2025, he was instrumental in the 
NRC’s evaluation of options for fusion machine oversight and 

then served as the technical lead for the development of the regulatory framework for fusion 
machines. Duncan is a certified health physicist and participates on American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers committees developing standards for fusion machine components. 
 
duncan.white@tn.gov 

 
Industry and States Q/A Session: Ask the Experts 
 
Duncan will be on a panel of experts. They await your questions. 
 

Patrick White, PhD 
 
Patrick White is a fusion energy safety and regulation expert 
at the Clean Air Task Force (CATF), a Boston-based 
environmental nonprofit. He leads CATF’s International 
Working Group on fusion energy safety, waste, and non-
proliferation, which develops regulatory approaches to 
support the safe, efficient, effective, and predictable licensing 
and deployment of commercial fusion energy. Patrick 
organizes and directs the CATF Fusion Safety and 
Regulation Courses in partnership with local universities and 
research institution partners. He also contributes to CATF’s 
advanced fission work, focusing on uranium enrichment, 
advanced nuclear energy systems, nuclear safety and 
regulation, and stakeholder outreach. He holds BS and MS 

degrees in Mechanical Engineering from Carnegie Mellon University and MS and PhD degrees in 
Nuclear Science and Engineering from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where his 
research examined licensing methods and regulatory frameworks for advanced fission and 
commercial fusion energy.  
 
pwhite@catf.us   
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Building Fusion Expertise: Industry Training Programs and Educational Resource 
 
Learning about fusion energy safety and regulation can be intimidating due to the wide variety of 
different fusion energy technologies and possible hazards. This panel provides details on 
resources, trainings, and courses on fusion energy safety and regulation available to state 
regulators from the Clean Air Task Force (CATF), the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI), 
and the University of Tennessee Knoxville (UTK). 

 

Brian D. Wirth 
 
Brian Wirth is the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
Department Head and UT-ORNL Governor’s Chair 
Professor of Computational Nuclear Engineering in the 
Department of Nuclear Engineering at the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville and Oak Ridge National Laboratory.  
Professor Wirth’s research investigates the performance of 
nuclear fuels, structural and blanket materials, and plasma 
facing components in nuclear fission and fusion 
environments, utilizing computational materials modeling 
complemented by experimental investigation. Brian received 
a BS in nuclear engineering from the Georgia Institute of 

Technology in 1992 and a PhD in mechanical engineering from the University of California, Santa 
Barbara in 1998. Dr. Wirth spent four years at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory prior to joining 
the faculty at the University of California, Berkeley in 2002 as an Assistant Professor of Nuclear 
Engineering and was promoted to Associate Professor in 2006. In 2010, he moved to the University of 
Tennessee as a UTK-ORNL Governor’s Chair Professor. He has received many awards, including the 
2014 U.S. Department of Energy Ernest O. Lawrence Award in Energy Science and Innovation, the 
2016 Mishima Award from the American Nuclear Society for outstanding work in nuclear fuels and 
materials research and the 2003 Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers 
(PECASE). Dr. Wirth is a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS, 
2016 Fellow, Physics Section), the American Nuclear Society (ANS, 2017 Fellow) and the American 
Physical Society (APS, 2025 Fellow, Division of Plasma Physics). 
 

bdwirth@utk.edu 
 
Workforce Planning Panel 
 
Professor Wirth will be on a workforce planning panel with other educational institutions.  
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Jill Dinehart Wood 
 
Jill Wood is the Director of the Office of Radiation Protection at the 
Washington State Department of Health, where she leads and 
oversees key programs in Radiological Emergency Preparedness, 
X-Ray, Environmental Sciences, Air Emissions, and Materials and 
Waste Management. In this role, she ensures the safety and well-
being of the public by managing critical radiation-related initiatives 
and programs across the state. 
 
Prior to joining the Department of Health, Jill served as the 
Environmental Health Director for Island County Public Health, 
where she was responsible for overseeing a wide array of 
environmental public health and natural resource programs. Her 
expertise in environmental policy and public health issues led to 
her active involvement as a Governor appointed member of the 

Washington State Board of Health, where she provided key insights on local environmental health 
and sanitation matters, influencing state health policies and legislation. 
 
Before transitioning into public health, Jill was a civil engineer with Island County Public Works, 
where she applied her technical background to building and infrastructure projects that enhanced 
community well-being. Jill holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Kansas, further highlighting her strong passion.  
 
jill.wood@doh.wa.gov 

   
A Collaborative Path to Fusion Licensing: Perspectives from Washington State and Helion 
 
Learn how local community leaders, Washington Department of Health, and fusion companies 
worked together to permit and site a commercial fusion power plant. 
Industry and States Q/A Session: Ask the Experts 
Jill will be on a panel of experts. They await your questions. 
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Michael Wutkowski 
Michael Wutkowski is a Senior Health Physicist from Region I in the 
Inspection and Licensing Branch 1 under the Division of Federal 
Materials Programs of NMSS. Since joining the NRC in 2022 Michael 
has performed both byproduct material license reviews and 
inspections. Michael obtained a Bachelor’s degree in physics from The 
University of the Sciences in Philadelphia, and a Master’s degree in 
biomedical engineering from Rutgers University. Prior to joining the 
NRC Michael worked for the Radiation Safety program at Memorial 
Sloan Kettering Cancer Center.  
 
Michael.Wutkowski@nrc.gov 

 
Licensing a Foreign Entity 
 

Michael will share the challenges he had to resolve to license a foreign entity. 
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